PRACTICE SET
Chp:6 The Beginnings of Indian Civilisation

Case Study 1 : 
Imagine holding a smooth piece of clay with symbols no one in the world can read.
In the ruins of Harappa, archaeologists found many such items — mostly seals and small tablets with carved figures and script. The writing wasn’t in English, Hindi, or Sanskrit. It was made up of unique pictographs — some looked like fish, some like arrows, others like trees. These were not random shapes. They carried meaning, now lost to time.
Despite nearly a hundred years of study, the Harappan script remains undeciphered. It doesn’t match any known language. These mysterious symbols were used in trade, possibly religion, and identity — but we still don’t know how to “read” what the Harappans were saying.
MCQs
1. What type of writing system did the Harappans use?
   A) Alphabetic like English
   B) Pictographs and symbols
   C) Latin script
   D) Cuneiform writing
   2. What is unusual about the Harappan script?
   A) It uses only pictures of animals
   B) It is written backward
   C) It is still not decoded
   D) It was written on gold plates
   3. Where was the Harappan script mainly found?
   A) On cave walls
   B) In coins
   C) On seals and tablets
   D) In palm-leaf books
4. What might the Harappan symbols have been used for?
   A) Only decoration
   B) Reading novels
   C) Trade, religion, or identity
   D) Teaching Sanskrit
  5. Why is the Harappan script called “a frozen language”?
   A) It’s written in ice
   B) No one speaks it today and it cannot be read
   C) It was written in the Arctic
   D) It belongs to winter festivals
  Subjective Questions 
1. Why is decoding the Harappan script important for understanding the civilization better?
2. If you discovered a stone with ancient symbols, how would you try to understand what it means?
   
Case Study 2: 
At the center of Mohenjo-daro stood a massive, well-built tank with steps — today known as The Great Bath. Made of watertight bricks, it had drains to fill and empty water. While there’s no sign of swimming pools or fountains, this structure likely had a religious or social purpose — perhaps ritual bathing or purification before ceremonies.

Unlike other civilizations, Harappans didn’t build huge temples. Yet this bath shows they valued cleanliness, sacred water, and shared community spaces. It proves their engineering brilliance and spiritual depth.
 MCQs 
1. What was the Great Bath mainly used for?
   A) Bathing for fun
   B) Storing fish
   C) Ritual purification
   D) Religious dances
   2. What made the Great Bath special in terms of construction?
   A) It had gold tiles
   B) It was made underground
   C) It had watertight bricks and drainage
   D) It was only for kings
   
3. Why is the Great Bath considered proof of Harappan spirituality?
   A) Because it had statues
   B) Because it was always locked
   C) Because it was used in rituals
   D) Because people prayed there daily
   
4. What is NOT a feature of the Great Bath?
   A) Steps on both sides
   B) Waterproof bricks
   C) Massive pillars
   D) Inlet and outlet drains
   5. What modern value can be connected to the Great Bath’s purpose?
   A) Competitive sports
   B) Personal fashion
   C) Hygiene and spiritual discipline
   D) Warfare
   Subjective Questions 
1. What does the Great Bath tell us about Harappan values and their lifestyle

